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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans
together with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and
discussions that you may have before the children read the book and after the children have
completed the reading. This is not an arbitrary division. Some of you may prefer to explore the
meaning and the language in more detail before the children read. Your decisions will depend on
the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content, vocabulary, and language of
the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information the children have up front,
the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not mean that you should read
the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

OJOIC

Ask the children to look at the cover and
the title page and suggest what this book
is about. Can they read the title? Discuss
with the children what cats drink.

[ The Thirsty Cats The Thirsty Cats

Wi, by lode Mchosh Wrisen by Jods Michosh
Haberteed by Gorp Yourg Banbried by Gory Young

Comment on the appropriate reading
behaviours that you observed as the
children read independently. Ask the
children if they remembered to
reread if they needed to.

Invite the children to respond to
this story. What did they like
about it? Which cat did they like
best? What did the cats want?
What did Mrs Kitcat say to them?




Ask the children to look at the picture and
describe the cat. What does it look like?
What colour is it? What is it doing? What
has it jumped onto? What is it saying?

A wiile col

jumped onto the chor

"l am H\i’:ﬂ}:_ she soad

“Con you gel me
some  mik?

¥

Discuss the text type of this book
with the children. Ask them who the
characters are and where the story
is set. Ask them to use the picture to
check on what they are saying.

Write jump, jumps, jumping, and
Jumped on the board. Have the
children read each word. Ask for a
volunteer to come and circle the

part of each word that is the same.

Invite the children to look at this
picture and discuss the black cat,
what it looks like, what it has
done, and what it could be saying.

A blode cot
pmped onfo the chair

“I om fhirsty” he soid
Con you get me
wome ik, loa™

Continue the discussion of the narrative
text type. Who in this story has a problem?
What is that problem? Have the children
identified all the characters? Which new
character was introduced on this page?
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[a) Discuss this picture with Ask the children what meow
< the children. Ask them starts with. Then ask them to
g what sounds cats make. find meow on the page.
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o Ask the children to comment on

] why the author had the brown cat

t say meow instead of I'm thirsty?

< Was the brown cat thirsty?

© 8/9

Z Write the words Mrs Kitcat on the Discuss this picture with the

[a) board. Explain that this is the cat children. Is Mrs Kitcat happy

ﬁ owner's name. Ask the children to look with the cats? Are they good
at the word Kitcat and identify the parts cats or naughty cats? What is

e that they know. Help them read Kitcat. she saying to them?

Ll

o

[

(11}

[~ ]

personal experiences of would be. Ask them to supply other words
naughty cats. What naughty and their plurals. List them on the board.
things do cats do? Point out the final s on each plural word.

O

Z

2

wl O Write cat and cats on the board. Talk about
(-4 plurals with the children.Write dog on the

[ Have the children share their board. Ask the children what the plural of dog
)



Ask the children to comment on
this picture. What is happening?
Where are the cats going?

“Come here,” scid Som
“Here iz some mik for you”

Discuss with the children why Sam
was the one to go and get the cats
some milk. Why didn’t Mrs Kitcat go?

Invite the children to look at
this picture and predict what
the white cat is saying.

“Thonk you, Som,”
und the white oob
<l ke the mik®

Invite the children to talk more about
Sam'’s injury. What is it? How do they think
he got it? How difficult is it for Sam to
pour out the milk with one arm in a sling?
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“Thark vou, Som”
soid the block ool
‘] ke the mik, loo”

Ask the children to
look at the picture.

Does the brown cat
look happy?

Ask the children if they think the
black cat is saying the same as
the white cat. What do they think
the brown cat will say?

Ask the children to check back
with the picture. Which cat do
they think is the thirstiest?
How do they know that?

Ask the children to return to the beginmng\

of the book and read it independently.
Demonstrate how to go back to the
beginning of the sentence and reread if

they cannot work out a word or if they
\think they have made a mistake. )

“Purr, purr, piar”
sod the brown eof

"

Discuss cats in more detail. When do they
meow? When do they purr? What other things
do cats do to show that they are happy?
What do cats do when they are angry?




5 a The Thirsty Cats Name

|. Draw your favourite part.

2. Complete the sentence to go with your picture.

[ liked the part when

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



5 a The Thirsty Cats Name

Add the correct endings. Read the sentences.

Draw what each sentence says.

The black cat jump__ onto the chair

The white cat is jump onto the chair.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans
together with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and
discussions that you may have before the children read the book and after the children have
completed the reading. This is not an arbitrary division. Some of you may prefer to explore the
meaning and the language in more detail before the children read. Your decisions will depend on
the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content, vocabulary, and language of
the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information the children have up front,
the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not mean that you should read
the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

OJOIC

Read the title to the children and
have them discuss pet and working
dogs. List the types of working
dogs that they know on the board.

1 pet chsvund v
Working Dogs ¥

- —
rPef Dcrgs und ‘
Working Dogs |

Winthen by P Lot O gl

Ask the children to respond to the book. Discuss the children's

What new information did they learn
about working dogs. Refer to the list
they made before they started reading.

Compare what they now know to the list.

reading strategies.
Praise any appropriate
use of strategies you
observed as they read.




Invite the children to discuss this
page. What can they say about the
size and colour of the dogs? Can
they name any breeds?
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Ask the children to look ahead
through the photos again. Ask them to
see if they can see any dogs in future Ask the children
photos that are in this photo. Discuss to locate some on
the breed and what it is used for. this page.

uorgeqg adeds
Y3 oL

Ask the children to discuss this
picture and suggest whether these
are pet or working dogs. Have them
justify their response.
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Discuss pet dogs such as these
poodles with the children. What do
they think would be involved in looking Ask the children
after pet dogs like these? What sorts to locate some on
of things would the owner have to do? this page.
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Invite the children to talk
about this dog. Is it a pet or a
working dog? Where does it
live? Who looks after it?

& L E "YW
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)
Pty |
Thia man locks, cbler ‘
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Invite the children to apply what
they said about caring for the
poodles to this man and this dog.
What would be the same?

What would be different?

Ask the children if they were right
in what they said about this dog
before they read the book. Did
they say it was a pet? Did they say
that the man would look after it?

Discuss this photo with the children.
Are these pet dogs or working dogs?
How do they know? Where would
working dogs live?

" A LR
"‘“’b

hés:

;rﬁfﬁ.w "
| Working dogs r
Lmhﬂ:&.

u. "

Discuss the photo more fully with the children.
What can they see? What are the people doing?
Why have the dogs got coats on? What does the
red cross stand for? What does this photo tell
them about these working dogs?

Ask the children
to find some on
this page.




Have the children talk about these
dogs. Are they working dogs?
What work do they do? Where do
they live? Who do they help?
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Revisit this photo with the children. Did
they predict that these were farm dogs?
Did they know that farm dogs are usually
outside dogs rather than pets that live
inside? Can they say why this would be so?

uorgeqg adeds
Y3 oL

Invite the children to discuss
this dog. Where does it live?
What does it do? Is it a pet or
a working dog?
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Discuss with the children if they predicted that
dogs could be both pets and working dogs. Talk
with them about seeing-eye dogs. Why would
this dog have to be a pet as well as a working
dog? Why would it have to live inside?
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Discuss with the children what
they know about police dogs. What
sort of work do they do? Where do

they live? Who do they help?

& ey
L
.

L This mon is o police officar

This working dog
s a peh loo
It lves inside.
B 5 works with fhis man.

Ask the children to use the information
that they got from the previous page to
say why a police dog would have to be

a pet like a seeing-eye dog.

Discuss the index with the
children. Ask them to find
pet(s). Have them say on
which pages they would find
information about pets.

»> g
entnds

Discuss with the children why
they think police dogs would live
inside but farm dogs would live
outside.

Remind the children that they
are now going to read the book
independently. Discuss with
them the strategies they will use
to help them as they read.

e CAEN

l farmer 10 \

\ palla) i By 6, '
12, 14 ‘

¥ polce officer......... 1l

{ wordking dogls) ... 8 12, 1\

A

1 N —

Discuss with the children what
other information the author
could have included about either
pet dogs or working dogs.

Invite the children to discuss
how they can use the
information that they have
learned from reading this book.




5 b Pet Dogs and
Working Dogs Name

Use these words to complete the sentences:

working big inside litlle outside

Some dogs are

Some dogs are

Pet dogs can live

Working dogs can live

This dog is a pet.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



5 b Pet Dogs and
Working Dogs Name

Read the sentences. Answer Yes or No.

Some dogs are working dogs.

Some dogs are working dogs and
pets.

Farm dogs live inside.

Police dogs live outside.

A man looks after a dog.

A dog looks after a man.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans
together with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and
discussions that you may have before the children read the book and after the children have
completed the reading. This is not an arbitrary division. Some of you may prefer to explore the
meaning and the language in more detail before the children read. Your decisions will depend on
the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content, vocabulary, and language of
the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information the children have up front,
the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not mean that you should read
the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

OJOIC

Ask the children to look at the cover
and title page and suggest what
they will learn from reading this
book. Read the title to them and
discuss the meaning of critter.

This Little Critter

Weiten by Grng Barka

.Iiilll...liilll;lll“l

Discuss the children’s reading
strategies. Ask them to reiterate
how they used the coloured text
to help them read. Ask what else
they were able to use.

Invite the children to respond to
the book. What new information
did they learn? Which critters
had they heard of before? Which
ones were new to them?




Invite the children to look at this
photo. What is the name of this
critter? Invite them to describe what
they can see. What colour are its legs?

sgeD Kgsaryy syL
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Write fly on the board. Say the word \
Discuss with the children how slowly so that the children can hear the
they can use photos to find out sounds made by f and /. Write flower on
more than the text tells them. the board. Ask the children to listen as

What did they learn from this you say flower slowly. Ask them what is
photo that is not in the text? \the same about the two words. )
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Discuss the text with the children.
Ask them why they think one word
is printed in yellow. How can they
use the colour of the word to help
them with their reading?

Have the children discuss this
photo. What is the critter?
What do they know about bees?
What colours can they see?

J9qyBraarg ayg
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Write the word black on the board. @
Invite the children to say why Read it slowly, asking the children —
they think the author talks to listen for the sounds made by b 9
about critters. What other and /. Write blue on the board. Say a
word could the author have it slowly. Ask the chidren to supply f,.
used instead of critter? other words that start with b/. -3
\_ J o
(']
(]



Discuss this critter with the
children. What can they see?
What is unusual about this critter?
How many legs do they think it
has? Do they know its name?

This lithe critter is o cenfipede.
Are the cenfipede’s legs block?

T T L Al T T AR I TT

Explain the word centipede to the
children. Tell them that it comes
from the Latin centum, meaning
100, and ped, meaning foot.
Centipede means 100 feet.

Continue the discussion about centipedes.
Ask the children what else they would like
to know about centipedes. Where could

they find out more?

Discuss this photo with the
children. What can they see?
What is the name of this critter?
What colour is it?

Continue the discussion about
slugs. Have the children share
what they know about slugs.
How are slugs and snails the
same? How are they different?

Have the children look at
the text. Invite them to read
the coloured text. Does the
colour help?




Ask the children to use the
information in the coloured
type to help them read the
slater’'s colour.

Discuss this photo with the
children. As this insect may
be unfamiliar to most

children, tell them its name.
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This [le critter s o slofer
Con you see ory
on fhe saber?
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Write s/lug and slater on the board.
Ask the children to read the two
words. Ask them what is the same
about them. Invite volunteers to
supply other words that start with s/.

Talk more with the children about
slaters. What else can they see in
the picture? How big are slaters?
Where would they find a slater?

uorqegs adeds
SYy3 oL

Invite the children to use the
information in the text and
the picture to talk about the
colour of the ladybird.

Have the children discuss this
photo. What is the critter called?
What do they already know
about ladybirds?

J9qyBraarg ayg
Baar) brg
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Invite the children to analyze the photo in
greater depth. How many legs has a
ladybird? Does it have the same number of
legs as a bee? What else is the
same/different about ladybirds and bees?

934, 9Yy3 Ut )00



Ask the children to look at the
text and share with the group

what they know can help them
as they read.

Invite the children to talk
about this photo. What
can they see? What is the
name of the critter?

This [itthe critter s o bubberfly
Con you see red ond block?

TR bt I TTE S I TTL

Invite the children to talk more about
butterflies. What colour butterflies
have they seen? How are they the
same/different to this one? Do they
know the life cycle of a butterfly?

Ask the children to return to the
beginning of the book. Remind them
to use the information in the pictures
and in the text to help them read.

Ask the children to read
the glossary, pointing to
each word as they read.

Invite the children to share what
new things they learned from this
book. What could they now tell
other people about little critters?




5 ¢ This Little Critter Name

Colour in the critters.

Finish the sentences using these words:

grey yellow red

o

/‘) Can you see
R

Can you see

Can you see

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



5 ¢ This Little Critter Name

Draw a red circle around the words that start with the

same two letters as fly.

Draw a blue circle around the words that start with the

same two letters as black.

Draw a yellow circle around the words that start with the

same two letters as shig.

slater sun bean
slip brown
Hlower blue Hlop

slap blanket stop
book blob fun

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans
together with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and
discussions that you may have before the children read the book and after the children have
completed the reading. This is not an arbitrary division. Some of you may prefer to explore the
meaning and the language in more detail before the children read. Your decisions will depend on
the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content, vocabulary, and language of
the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information the children have up front,
the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not mean that you should read
the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

Ask the children to look at the cover and title
page and suggest what the story is about. Can
they name the animals that are in the story?
Tell them that the elephants are called Jane
and Cade. Read the title to the children.

To the Space Station
= y ’*5-

" airied by Beeod Pz

Invite the children to reflect on their
reading strategies. Did they
remember that their reading always
had to make sense and look right?

Have the children respond to
the story. Did they believe it?
Did they like it? Which part
did they like the best?




Invite the children to discuss
what is happening in this
picture. What might the
elephants be saying to Mouse?

syeD Aqsary[ eyl

sBoq Buryzom
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“Con we go
o the spoce stokion?
said Jone o Mouse.
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Talk to the children about the text type of
this book. Explain that it is a narrative, so
it tells a story. Explain that narratives
such as this one have characters. Ask
the children to name the characters.
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Invite the children to talk about what
Mouse may say to the elephants. Will Jane
and Cade be able to go to the space
station with Mouse? Why or why not?

J9qyBraarg ayg
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Continue the discussion about narratives. Write to and too on the a
Explain that one or more of the board. Read the words
characters in a narrative has a problem to the children. Explain lg_'
that they need to solve. Invite the children the difference in usage. o
to say what the problem is in this story Ask the children to f,_
and which character or characters has it. locate too on this page. -3
(]



9 617
Z Continue discussing with the Invite the children to
(a) children the relative sizes of the locate too on this page.
< elephants and Mouse's spaceship.
'&‘ Invite the children to predict what
Cade may be saying.
Ll
o
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L
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2 Ask the children to read this
[T page again. Then have them

t discuss the problem in more
< depth. What is Cade suggesting?
© 8/9

y 4 Ask the children to think about
[a) how the conversation will

< continue. What will Jane and
(1T Cade want Mouse to do?

(-4
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Write spaceship on the board. Read
Have the children discuss how spaceship to the children. Invite a
Jane thinks the problem can be volunteer to say which two little words
solved. Is Jane right? Is this one make up spaceship. Ask another volunteer
way to solve the problem? to draw a line between the two words.

AFTER READING



10/11

1 BEFORE READING

Invite the children to talk Write cannot on the board. Ask the
about what Mouse might say. children to read cannot. Ask them

Would Mouse need a bigger which two little words make up
spaceship? Why or why not? cannot. Invite a volunteer to draw a
line between can and not.

uorqeqs aoeds
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(-4 Continue discussing the possible

ILE] solutions to the problem. What are

t some other possible solutions that

< the elephants could have suggested?

v12/13

Z Talk to the children about the new Tell the children that the new

[a) character who has now entered the character in the story is called

ﬁ story. Invite them to look at the Kate. Ask them to say what
picture and predict what she will be Kate starts with and then find

e saying. What does she have? the word Kate on the page.

(11
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AFTER READING

Ask the children to retell
what happened on this page.
Is this the way the problem
will finally be solved?




Discuss this picture with the
children. What has happened
now? Where are Kate, Jane, and
Cade? Where are they going?

\

Kole went up, ond up

in the rodal

Code ond Jone ‘

went up, ond up, too i
J .

Talk to the children about the setting in
narratives. Have the children review the
pictures in the book and then say where
the story is set. What information in the
text and in the pictures tells them this?

Ask the children to return to the
beginning of the story. Remind them to
think about the story and look at the
words as they read. Remind them that
what they read has to make sense.

Have the children look at
this picture. Were they
right with their predictions
about where Kate, Cade,
and Jane are going?

Ask the children to recount
what they know about
narratives. Can they name the
characters, setting, problem,
and solution in this story?

Invite the children to suggest
another ending for the book.
What are some other ways the
author could have resolved
Jane and Cade's problem?




5 d To the Space Station Name

Draw a picture to show where the story was set.
Read the sentences to help you.

Make sure you draw the things that are underlined.

Can we go to the space station?

You are too big for my little spaceship.

[ have a big rocket.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



5 d To the Space Station Name

Use too or to to complete the sentences.

“Can we go the space station?”
Jane said to Mouse.

“We are not big,” said Cade.
“The spaceship is itle.

“You are not big for my rocket,”
said Kate.

They went up, up, up,
the big space station.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans
together with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and
discussions that you may have before the children read the book and after the children have
completed the reading. This is not an arbitrary division. Some of you may prefer to explore the
meaning and the language in more detail before the children read. Your decisions will depend on
the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content, vocabulary, and language of
the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information the children have up front,
the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not mean that you should read
the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

OJOIC

Encourage the children to use
their knowledge of familiar
words and letters, as well as
the pictures, to help them
read the title.

Invite the children to
look at the cover and
title page and make
predictions as to what
this story is about.

NEVER OV B Greg
Big Gre
’rhe Frreflg ter

pe

Wilten by Ban Gl
Bkt by Covdl Herring

Invite the children to
respond to the text. Have
them retell the story in
their own words.

Did the children have to employ
any strategies to help them read
the text? Praise them for their use
of strategies.




Invite the children to talk about
this picture. Who is Big Greg
and what does he like to do?
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Write the word firefighter on the board. Ask the
children to find the word on this page and read the
sentence that it is in. Have them identify the two
little words in firefighter. Now have them find fight
and fires on the page. Discuss the three words.

uorqess aneds
SYy3 oL

Discuss with the children what
would cause Big Greg to be running.
Ask them to look at his clothes. Are
these his firefighting clothes?
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Talk to the children about the setting of Ask the children to identify
a story. Tell them that as well as seeing the words that make the

a setting, you can also hear things. sound Big Greg can hear.
Discuss with them what Big Greg can What other sounds could the
hear in this part of the story. fire siren make?

93d], 9Yy3 Ut }ooT



Invite the children to talk
about the special clothes that
firefighters wear. Have them
use the picture to help with
their suggestions.

Ask the children to locate
got and his on this page.

Invite the children to discuss more fully a
firefighter's clothes. Have any of them ever
seen a firefighter up close? What special
qualities do firefighters' clothes have to have?

Ask the children to talk about what
they can see in this picture. What is
Big Greg doing? Where has he
come from? Where is he going?

Write Greg on the board. Have the children say
the sound that the consonant blend gr makes.
Ask them to supply other words that start with
gr. Prompt if necessary, for example, I'm
thinking of a colour. It starts with gr ...




Ask the children to comment on this
picture. What do they think is happening
now? Can they imagine the noise that
accompanies Big Greg's fire truck?
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Continue the discussion of the setting.
Ask the children to describe what they
could see and hear if they were Big Greg.

Ask the children to find
got and his on this page.

uorqess aneds
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Ask the children to
locate got and his on
this page.

Invite the children to talk about
this picture. What is happening?
What is Big Greg doing? What
will happen next?
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Continue the discussion on the setting. Tell the children
that as well as seeing and hearing things in a setting, you
can also smell them. Ask the children to discuss what they
can see, hear, and smell as they look at this picture.

93d], 9Yy3 Ut }ooT



Continue the discussion about what
Big Greg is doing. Can the children
imagine the noise that the water will be
making? Will Big Greg put the fire out?

Add another feature of settings for the children. Tell
them that you can also touch or feel things in a setting.
Ask them to discuss how the water would feel. How
would the flames feel if Big Greg touched them?

Ask the children to comment
on how the story ends. Is the
fire out? Where is Big Greg
going now?

Ask the children to return to the
beginning of the book. Remind
them to look at the words as well
as the pictures as they read.

Discuss with the children how understanding more
about a setting can add to their understanding of the
story. Have them say what they learned by thinking
about the setting.




5 e Big Greg the Firefighter
Name

Write a word in each gap to complete the story.
Then read the story.

Big __ _ _ is afirefighter.
He _ his hat.

He got _ _ _ boots.

He got his

He got in his

He went to the
He got his _

He put out the

He went home.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



5 e Big Greg the Firefighter
Name

Draw the setting. Include what Big Greg would be able to

see, hear, and smell.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans
together with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and
discussions that you may have before the children read the book and after the children have
completed the reading. This is not an arbitrary division. Some of you may prefer to explore the
meaning and the language in more detail before the children read. Your decisions will depend on
the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content, vocabulary, and language of
the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information the children have up front,
the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not mean that you should read
the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

OJOIC

Read the title to the children.
Ask them to look at the cover
and title page picture and see if
they can work out what sort of
animals Trent and Grace are.

Trent and Grace & Trent and Grace j
Make a Home & Maoke a Home J
= s b ‘ | e

b

Invite the children to respond to Ask the children if they had any
the story. Ask them to retell the difficulty reading the title. Invite a
main events. What did Trent and volunteer to share what he or she did.

Grace do first, next, last? Praise appropriate use of strategies.




AFTER READING

AFTER READING

Invite the children to discuss the
picture. Where are Trent and Grace
going to make their home? What are
they going to use to build it?

Discuss the home that Trent and
Grace made. Ask the children to
consider where the spiders got the
stones from. How long did it take
them to build it? How did they hold
the stones together?

Ask the children to suggest what
Trent and Grace will make now
that the home is finished. What
does the picture show them doing?

Ask the children what spiders
usually make homes from. Why
do the children think that the
author had the spiders make a
home like this instead of a web?

Ask the children to
locate so on this page.

Continue the discussion about gardens. What different
types of gardens are there? What sort of garden did
the spiders make? What sort of garden would the
spiders have made if they had been real spiders?
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Z Invite the children to discuss this picture.
() What have Trent and Grace made now? What
ﬁ do the children think that they will make next?
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2 . . . ‘ Ask the children to find the word so
z D|$CUSS d|fferent SWINgs Wlth the on this page. Write so and go on the
TT) children. Ask them to describe board. Ask the children to read both
t some of the swings that they words and comment on what is the
< know about. Does anyone have a same. Ask them how they think you
rope swing? A tyre swing? would write no.
© 8/9
Z Ask the children to look at the picture
0 and say if they predicted that Trent
< and Grace would make a slide next.
L] What will the spiders do next?
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(-4 Invite the children to share Write Trent and Grace on the board.
2 experiences they have had on Ask the children to say the sounds of
[TT] slides. Has anyone been on a the blends at the beginning of Trent
t really high slide? Has anyone and Grace. Have them suggest other
< been on a water slide? words that start with ¢r and gr.




Have the children look at the picture. Did they
predict that Trent would go down the slide?

What do they think Grace will do? What else could
the spiders make to play on in their garden?
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Ask the children to read the last
sentence on this page again. Invite
them to suggest other words the author
could have used instead of went.
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Did the children predict that the
spiders would make a seesaw?
Have the children say what they
think will happen next in the story.
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Discuss with the children what other things
the author could have had the spiders make
for their garden. Ask them to say how these
things would have changed the story.
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© 14/15 S

Ao Invite the children to comment
0 on their predictions. Did they
< think that Trent and Grace would
Ll o0 on the seesaw?
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Ask the children to look closely at the spiders.
What about Trent and Grace is the same as a
real spider? What is different? Why do the
children think that the illustrator made Trent
and Grace look like they do?

AFTER READING

16

Invite the children to talk Tell the children to return to the

about how Trent and Grace beginning of the book. Remind them to

feel. Do they like their new make sure that their reading makes

home? Why or why not? sense and looks right. Remind them to
return to the beginning of a sentence
and try again if they get stuck.

BEFORE READING

3

Ask the children to discuss all the
features of this book that tell them it
is a fantasy story not a real story.

AFTER READING




5 f Trent and Grace
Make a Home Name

Finish the words. Read the story.

Draw a picture for each story.

_ent and __ ace made a slide.
Trent went _ the slide.
ent and __ ace made a seesaw.

They went __ and

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



5 f Trent and Grace
Make a Home Name

Answer Yes or No.

Trent and Grace made a home of stones.

Grace made a garden.

Grace went on the slide.

Trent and Grace went on the seesaw:

Trent and Grace do not like the home

they made.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans
together with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and
discussions that you may have before the children read the book and after the children have
completed the reading. This is not an arbitrary division. Some of you may prefer to explore the
meaning and the language in more detail before the children read. Your decisions will depend on
the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content, vocabulary, and language of
the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information the children have up front,
the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not mean that you should read
the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

OJOIC

Read the title to the children.
Ask them why they think a
wombat would be going to the
city. See if they know where
wombats usually live.

-] S
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4 Wally Wombal Goes lo tha iy
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Bairoledd by Balirn Guflridgs
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Discuss the reading strategies
that the children used. Comment
on and praise appropriate reading
strategies that you noted while
the children were reading.

Ask the children to respond to the story.
Did they like it? Which was their
favourite part? Why did they like that
part? How long did it take them to guess
the city that Wally went to was Sydney?




Discuss the picture with the children. Ask
them to talk about the buildings in the city.
Are there any buildings that they recognize?
Have them predict where Wally will go next.
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Draw the children’s attention to the words Wally
Wombat went. Ask them what is the same about these
words. See if they can suggest another word for went
that starts with w. (walked, wandered)

uorqess aoedg
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Discuss with the children why
Wally Wombat may have gone to
the beach. Did he think that
there would be wombats at the
beach? Where else could he go?
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Ask the children to talk about
Wally at the beach. What do they
think the author’s purpose was in
having Wally go to the beach?
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— Invite the children to look at the Write wombat and wombats on the
<nt picture and suggest where Wally board. Draw the children’s attention
o is now. Can they tell by the to the s ending. Ask the children
r~ picture which city he is in? what they would need to do to turn
wl the word bridge into bridges.
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Ask the children to analyze the picture and talk
E about the bridge. Can they name the parts of the
t bridge? Why are there buildings on this bridge?
What is their purpose? What is in them? Is Wally
< allowed to walk where the traffic is? Why not?
© 8/9
y 4 | | |
E Discuss the picture with the
< children. How does this picture
wl give them a clue as to where
o2 Wally is? Which city is he in?
Ll
o
L
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Discuss the opera house with the
children. What does its shape
remind them of? Have they ever
seen another building like this
one? Why does Wally go there?

AFTER READING



| BEFORE READING

10/11

Have the children look at the
picture and say where Wally

Wombat is now. What has he
done? Where will he go next?

O
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o Ask the children to analyze the

l picture in more depth. What is

t happening on the stage? What

< sort of performance is taking
place at the opera house?
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Z Discuss the picture with the

(& children. Do they know where

ﬁ Wally is now? Is he getting any
closer to finding some other

e wombats in the city?
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AFTER READING

Talk to the children more about the picture. Do they know
the name of the Sydney zoo? Have the children discuss
some other places that Wally could have gone in the city.
In which of these places could he have seen wombats?
In which places would he not see wombats?

KqtD ayy o9
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14/15

Invite the children to suggest other animals
that could have gone to the city looking for

friends. Have them suggest a name that
starts with the same letter. Some children
may also be able to suggest the following
verb, for example Carla Crocodile crawled.

Invite the children to say what

has happened now. Has Wally
finally found some wombats?

BEFORE READING
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2 Discuss with the children why

TT] the author didn't have Wally go

t to the zoo first. Why did he visit

< all those other places?

v 16

Z Discuss with the children Remind the children to think about their

(a) what they think Wally reading strategies as they read. Ask them

ﬁ is saying now. Why is he what they will do when they come to unknown

= saying that? words. Remind them that the first letter of the
word and the picture can help them.
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Invite the children to use the illustration Ask the children to say if they think
to describe wombats. Then have them the story would have been different
use reference books to see photos of if Wally had gone to the opera
wombats. Encourage further research house before the beach. Is there an
on the subject. order to the places he went?

AFTER READING



5 g Wally Wombat
Goes to the City Name

|. Write |, 2, 3, Lt after each word to show the order in
which Wally visited places.

zoo  opera house beach bridge

2. Draw another place Wally could have gone.

Finish the sentence.

Wally Wombat went to the

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.




5 g Wally Wombat
Goes to the City Name

Practise reading and writing the following words:

went

to

the

big

like

he

said

are

look

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans
together with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and
discussions that you may have before the children read the book and after the children have
completed the reading. This is not an arbitrary division. Some of you may prefer to explore the
meaning and the language in more detail before the children read. Your decisions will depend on
the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content, vocabulary, and language of
the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information the children have up front,
the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not mean that you should read
the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

Read the title to the children.

Ask them to look at the photos
on the cover and the title page
and say what the book is about.

'«\‘1 SnE T ST N, 1 T
| Look in the Tree | Look in the Tree
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Talk to the children about the text
features and how the features helped
them with their reading. Did the children
read the labels? Did they look closely at
the photos? Did they look in both circles?

Ask the children to respond to
this book. What did they learn
that they didn't know before?




Ask the children to look at
this page. Invite them to
describe what they can
see in both photos.

Discuss the layout of this book with
the children. Explain how the circles
and arrows work. Point out the label
on the page. Explain how the label
gives more information.
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Discuss nests with the children. Can they tell what
this nest is made of? Do they know what materials
birds use to make nests? How do birds make the nest
shape? Why do birds build new nests most years?
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Invite the children to
discuss the pictures on
this page. Have them
describe what they see.

As this type of text will be new

to most students, explain again
how they should use the circles,
arrows, and labels as they read.
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Have the children describe the bird in this
nest. What colours is it? Is it a baby or an
adult bird? Do the children know any other
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Ask the children to find
the word web after they
have identified it in the
photo and can tell you the
letter web starts with.

Ask the children to discuss these
pages. What can they see in this tree?
Do the children know what made the
web? Do they think the next page of
the book will give them the answer?

Discuss webs with the children. Ask them
to share their personal experiences of the
different webs they have seen. What shape
are webs? What are they made of?

Ask the children which two
letters start the word spider.
Have them find the word
spider on both pages.

Invite the children to look at these
photos. Were they right? Did they
predict that a spider would make the
web? Did they predict that this
information would be in the book?

Ask the children if they want to add to what
they said about webs now they see this one
up close. Invite the children to talk about
spiders. How do spiders spin their webs?




Invite the children to use the

information on these pages to
predict what will be in the text.
Ask a volunteer to share all the
things that he or she looked at.

Have the children say what letter
koala starts with. Then have them
find the word koal/a on these
pages. Explain the similar sound
made by ¢ and k if necessary.
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Talk with the children about koalas. Do they
know the sorts of trees that koalas live in?
Do they know what koalas eat? What other
information do they know about koalas?

uorqess aoedg
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Ask the children to find
the word /izard after
they have identified the
letter it starts with.

Invite the children to study these
pages and predict what will be in
the text. How can they tell?
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Discuss lizards with the children. Invite volunteers
to share experiences they have had of seeing lizards.
Do the children know the names of common lizards?
Do they know that they are reptiles?
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Ask the children to look closely
at this photo. What can they
see? Have they ever seen a
butterfly this colour?

Have the children say what
letter butterfly starts with.
Then have them locate the
word butterfly.

T ]
Con you see '
a buberfly
n this e frea?

Discuss the tree in this picture. Do the
children know another name for a little tree
like this one? Have they seen butterflies in
places other than shrubs and bushes?

Have the children read all the
words in the picture glossary
to ensure that they know the
names of the animals that
appear in the book.

by reading this book. How can
they use what they know?

Invite the children to talk about the
new information they have learned

Tell the children to return to
the beginning of the book.
Remind them to use all the
information on each page to
help them as they read.

Talk with the children about
other animals that live in trees.
Which others could the author
have included in this book?




5 h Look in the Tree Name

Write Yes next to the things you can see in trees.

Write No next to the things you can’ see in trees.

bird

car

nest

lizard

boat

spider

koala

hippo

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.




5 h Look in the Tree Name

Read and draw.

Draw a tree.

Draw a bird in the tree.
Draw a nest in the tree
Draw a web in the tree.
Draw a spider in the web.
Draw a koala in the tree.

Draw a lizard in the tree.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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