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What is English?
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(1) We can see a big bird on the roof.
— A big bird can be seen on the roof by us.

(2D Our parents take us to the zoo.
— We are taken to the zoo by our parents.

(3D My brother does not help me with my homework.

i

— I am not helped with my homework by my brother.

FON S A SR Bt

SO B & ZMCE T HGR A D THR LB DI b2 Ed 7L
DI A

o

B

—
(=)




How to use English
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What do we use English for? (The reason to use English)
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Animals’ tails are funny things. They come in all sizes and shapes. Some

are short and curly. Some are long and straight.

Tails may look funny. But they can be very important.

How does a dog tell you he’s happy? He wags his tail. What about when
he’s afraid? Then his tail droops down between his legs. A dog uses his tail
to “talk” with you.

A rattlesnake talks with his tail too. He shakes his tail and it rattles. He’s
saying, “Stay away. I'm getting ready to bite.”

The beaver has a wide, flat tail. It helps him steer when he swims. But he
talks with it too. He slaps his tail on the water. This is a warning to other
beavers: “Danger is near!”

What else can tails do? They can save an animal’s life. Some lizards have
tails that pull right off. An enemy may grab the lizard by the tail. Off comes
the taill And the lizard runs away. Later he grows a brand-new tail.

An alligator has a wide, hard tail. He can fight his enemies with it. He
swings his tail like a huge club.

Tails can help some animals get their food, too. The spider monkey uses
his long tail as an extra hand. He picks fruit from the trees with it. Or he
reaches into birds’ nests and steals eggs with it.

And the little brown bat uses his tail to scoop up flying insects. They’ll be
his dinner.

So you see, a tail may look funny. But it can be an animal’s best friend.

What Are Tails For? by Joshua Young (READING POWER BUILDER 25) Xh#e# ©1990, 1973, Science Research Associates, Inc.
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